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of Christianity; the rest were still practically pagan. The
cultural process that is characteristic for an epoch operates
most intensively in cities, for it always needs great congrega-
tions of men to make a culture possible. From these con-
gregations cultural achievements disseminate to the smaller
groups that have remained more or less embedded in the
past. Thus only in the large centres do we find the spirit
of the present, and only there do we find the ' European
woman', that is to say, the woman who expresses the present
European epoch, both socially and spiritually. The further
we go from the influence of the great centres, the more do
we find ourselves receding into history. In an out-of-the-way
Alpine valley we can find men who have never seen a railway,
and in Spain, which is also part of Europe, we can dive into
a dark mediaeval lime without even an alphabet. The people
of such regions, or of corresponding levels of the population,
do not live in our Europe, but in the Europe of 1400, and
their problems correspond to the bygone age in which they
exist. I have analysed such people, and have found myself
carried back into an atmosphere that lacked nothing in
historical romance.
The so-called present is a thin surface-stratum that is
produced in the great centres of mankind. But when too
thin, as, for instance, in the Russia of the Tzars, it is also
irrelevant, as events have shown. When, however, it has
attained to a certain strength, we can speak of culture £ud
progress, and then problems arise that are characteristic
of an epoch. In this sense Europe possesses a present,
and there are women who live in it and suffer its problems.
About these, and these only, are we entitled to speak. Those
for whom the Middle Ages still offer adequate ways and
possibilities demand nothing from the present and its experi-
ments, But the man who belongs to the present—no matter
why or how—cannot turn back again to the past without
suffering essential loss. Often this turning-back is altogether
impossible, even when a man is prepared to make the sacrifice.

